Ministerial Committee of the Caribbean Biological Corridor, Panama City, Panama
Tuesday 24 October 2023

(24 October, 2023). The meeting of the Ministerial Committee of the Caribbean Biological
Corridor (CBC) Initiative was held in Panama on 24 October. Representatives of the
member countries of the Initiative and partners met with the objective of learning about
and discussing the progress and challenges of the corridor.

The CBC has established itself as a strong permanent regional platform that facilitates the
conservation and management of shared terrestrial and marine biodiversity of regional
importance in the Caribbean islands, contributing to global conservation and poverty
reduction in the region.

The Ministerial Committee, composed of Environment Ministers from member countries,
National Focal Points, the Executive Secretariat and guests from partner organisations,
meets periodically to monitor and evaluate the progress of the Initiative and its projects,
approve action plans and adopt decisions to guide future work.

On this occasion, the meeting was held within the framework of the Latin American and
Caribbean Ministerial Forum to recognise progress in the implementation of the
Strengthening Ocean Governance in the CBC project. For example, activities were
organised in Jamaica for the first time, and the project "Ecosystem-based adaptation and
forest restoration in vulnerable rural communities of the Caribbean Biological Corridor"
(Cuba - Haiti - Dominican Republic) was launched.

The CBC project portfolio aligned with the Strategic Plan 2030 was endorsed and the
Secretariat was requested to take steps towards its implementation, with the support of
UNEP and in collaboration with other platforms in the region.

Following the lead of Cuba, which conducted an analysis of its contribution to the
implementation of the CBC 2030 Strategic Plan to verify the level of compliance, countries
will have a mechanism to report on a biennial basis. Finally, the proposal for a mechanism
to support the CBC governance system was approved, which will strengthen the
cooperation platform that has been in place for more than 16 years.

For its part, the Minister of Cuba, Elba Rosa Pérez Montoya, stated that “Today, the CBC
goes beyond subregional borders and is recognized as a platform for south-south
cooperation, which is why new territories show interest in joining the Initiative. It must be
used efficiently to attract international funds for the implementation of the Strategic Plan
to 2030."
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The Minister of the Environment of Haiti, James Cadet, through his special advisor, Joseph
Ronald Toussaint, expressed in relation to the original spirit of regional peace of the
Initiative: “this cohort for peace, this dream of co-construction of an association for
sustainable regional development for the benefit of our populations, what the Corridor
embodied from its beginnings, to which | would like to invite you all to reconnect in unison
for the success of our present and future work.”

The Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of the Dominican Republic, Miguel
Ceara Hatton, said that “Today is the world day against climate change — a good time to
remember the fight we have ahead of us, the challenge that climate change implies for our
small islands. We are facing more cyclones, storms, and greater impact. We have the
challenge of sargassum, corals, ocean warming, among many other threats. It is important
to be able to have the CBC an instance of collective coordination and work.”

Regarding the participation of Puerto Rico, the Acting Assistant Secretary of Conservation
of the Department of Natural and Environmental Resources, Farel Velazquez, appreciates
the proposal and initiative to involve much more the work of the Initiative in that territory,
and reported that there is a plan to public policy for the management of sargassum in
Puerto Rico, which will be shared with the CBC countries. "In Puerto Rico we still have a
long way to go," he said.

Senator the Honorable, Mathew Samuda, Minister without Portfolio of the Ministry of
Economic Growth and Job Creation of Jamaica, who chaired the Ministerial Committee,
referred to the limited time to achieve the internationally agreed global climate and
biodiversity goals, as well as the 2030 Agenda and its Sustainable Development Goals,
stating “We recognize the interest and support offered by the European Union, the
Kingdom of Norway and the Caribbean Biodiversity Fund (CBF) for the implementation of
new projects. “We also recognize the tremendous work of the CBC Secretariat and UNEP
in formulating new projects for the CBC as part of the strategy to support the
implementation of the initiative's Strategic Plan until 2030.”

Finally, the Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme,
Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, states that the global biodiversity framework "has specific
objectives where this Initiative can contribute. This contribution will allow members of the
Initiative to improve its contribution to the implementation of the different objectives. The
Caribbean Biological Corridor becomes key to providing innovative solutions to climate
change, biodiversity loss, pollution and waste. What happens in the Caribbean will have an
impact on the region."

Find out more about the CBC:
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YouTube: @CBCbiodiversidad1603
Instagram: @CBCBIODIVERSIDAD
Facebook: @cbcbiodiversidad
Twitter: @cbcbiodiverso

Web: www.cbcbio.org



https://www.youtube.com/@cbcbiodiversidad1603
https://www.instagram.com/cbcbiodiversidad/?hl=es-la
https://www.facebook.com/cbcbiodiversidad/
https://twitter.com/cbcbiodiverso?lang=es
http://www.cbcbio.org
http://www.cbcbio.org

